JUST FAITH Just Faith is a 30-week adult formation
program that offers an opportunity for parishioners to experience a
spiritual journey into compassion. The process is divided into four
modules so that participants may take the time they need to complete
the program. Just Faith is an educational experience and a formation
process. Participants gather weekly for prayer, discussion of books
and videos, presentations by guest speakers, retreats and immersion
experiences. The intent is to provide learning opportunities that

The Catholic Campaign for Human Development, along with Catholic
Charities and Catholic Relief Services, have partnered with Just Faith to
provide an adult program that inspires compassion and transforms the
world through love and service. The program starts in late September
and runs through May. The groups determine the actual time
of the meetings.
Director: Sally Schauble / sschauble@stroseanthem.com

REGISTRATION

PARENT VOLUNTEERS

MEDICAL PROCEDURES

RE class registrations are accepted year-round for
students in Preschool through High School.

Our Parish community recognizes that the parents
and family play a significant role in the Faith Formation of the child. We are ALWAYS in need of volunteers for our Religious Education program. Our
program continues to operate through the goodness
and generosity of volunteers. Your time and talents
are needed as catechists, aides or assistants during
special events. Our Parish offers complete training
and on-going support for all volunteers. Safe Environment Training is required and provided. If you
have a particular talent or gift you could offer,
please contact the RE Director.

At the time of registration, parents will be given a
medical form for their child/ren. The medical form
must be completely filled out and turned in prior to
entering the classroom. If your child needs medication of any kind, we will need a doctor’s note telling
us what the medication is for, the dosage and any
special directions. Arrangements will be made for a
discussion with the parents prior to beginning the
program. Clear communication is very important so
we understand your child’s situation and how to
properly respond.

At St. Rose we provide opportunities for early
registration at the end of each RE year. Parents
have the opportunity to pre-register and reserve
their child/ren’s place in the program for the following year. Families that register early will also receive
a small discount. We also schedule registration
times in August. Families will need to fill out the
appropriate registration and medical forms. You will
receive a handbook at that time as well. Please
read the handbook carefully as it answers the most
frequently asked questions. Your child will be assigned to a classroom. If you have a classroom preference, please notify us at the time of registration.
This will allow us to arrange the program in an
orderly fashion as we have several hundred children
in RE. Classroom availability is on a first come
basis so register early!

FINANCIAL POLICIES
Our Religious Education and Sacrament Preparation
programs operate primarily on the annual registration fees collected at the beginning of the school
year. Fees are used to provide program instruction
materials, classroom supplies, materials for special
activities, events and Catechist formation.
Religious Education Fees:
$75 Per Student ($200 Family Max)
Fees for ACTS & Behold students are
optional
Sacrament Retreat Fees:
First Reconciliation: $40
Confirmation/First Eucharist: $50
($85 family max)
These fees apply to all elementary school childrenl.
Since these fees need to be collected to maintain
the program, registration fees are due at the time of
registration unless prior arrangements have been
made with the Director of Religious Education.
Fees are required to pay for your child/ren’s texts
and supplies. If this presents a hardship, please
speak directly with the Director of Religious Education. Confidentiality is assured.

E

emphasize and enliven the justice Tradition of the Church.

DISCIPLINE
LOCATION & OFFICE HOURS
The Religious Education office is located at:
St. Rose Parish Offices
2825 West Rose Canyon Circle
Building A
Anthem, AZ 85086
Office: 623.465-9740 Ext.105
Fax: 623.742.7031
Sally Schauble, Religious Education Director
sschauble@stroseanthem.com
The Religious Education office is open 9:00 a.m. to
3:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. If the Director is
not available, please leave a message on voicemail
and someone will return your call promptly.

ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL PROCEDURES
Parents will need to park their car in a designated
area and walk into the building with their elementary child/ren. Sign-in sheets will be at the door.
Please walk each of your children to their classroom
and sign them in. The sign-in sheets also serve as
an attendance record. Parents will need to come to
the door of the classroom at dismissal time to sign
out their child/ren.
A.C.T.S. and BEHOLD! students may sign themselves
in and out.
Children and youth are expected to remain in their
room for the entire class. If a child needs to be
excused early, parents will need to sign them out
in their classroom.

Our Religious Education programs are taught in a
classroom setting. In each classroom, rules are established to ensure a safe and positive learning environment. The classroom teacher establishes the
rules and consequences for any inappropriate behavior. Parents and students should discuss these
rules.
Parents should address specific concerns regarding the
child to the teacher. Arrangements should be made
with the teacher to set up an appointment to discuss
these concerns. Issues and concerns regarding your
child will not be addressed during class time. If necessary, concerns may be directed to the RE Director. A
conference between parent, teacher and RE Director
may be arranged.

In order to achieve and maintain a positive learning
environment, the Religious Education staff and parents must work together to encourage the children
to behave responsibly within the classrooms.

In Conclusion…
It is our hope this handbook is helpful to our families as a resource for all the Parish has to offer and
also as a guide for Diocesan and Parish policies.
Our RE Board and all our volunteers are committed
to our families as we grow in our love and appreciation of our Faith, our Parish community and one another. Please feel free to call if you have any
questions or concerns.

Please be assured of our continued
prayers and support!
Revised July 2015

Prayer
for our
Religious
Education
Program
The success of our Religious
Education Program is in your
keeping, Lord.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HANDBOOK

The work of our hearts
and hands can organize and
implement classes, service
projects, sacrament preparation
programs, prayer services,
Masses with young and old,
retreats and parish events.
But only you, Lord, can
breathe into these efforts the
enduring life of your Spirit.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION VISION STATEMENT
St. Rose Religious Education program works toward instilling in our families
a sense of Catholic identity through the teachings of the Church. We provide
support to parents and families that empowers them to be the primary
educators of their children. We strive to provide for the spiritual growth of the
community encouraging full participation and enthusiasm.

“After Baptism, it is the responsibility of the parents, in their gratitude to
God, whose adopted child it has become, to receive Confirmation, and to
participate in the Holy Eucharist. In this duty they are again to be helped
by the Parish priest by suitable means.” Rite of Baptism 5

May our Religious Education
Program always be in you,
of you, and for you.
AMEN

Catechist’s
Prayer
Thank you for calling us to
be our best selves, and thank
you for your guidelines for
living. Give us the grace to be
all you have made us to be,
and help us to be a powerful
witness in the lives of the
children and teens. Open our
hearts to your guidance and
grace, and give us the creativity
and patience we need to better
share your Word with them.
AMEN

DIRECTOR’S DESK
I would like to take an opportunity to welcome all returning families and any new families
who have moved to the area. This is an exciting time in the Parish as we continue building
and strengthening our community through our Faith Formation programs. We have much to
offer here at St. Rose for all ages!
There is no greater gift we can give our children than our Faith. Through our Faith Formation
programs we work together with families and community to teach the doctrines, beliefs and
traditions of the Catholic Church. We offer formation classes at every grade level and prepare
our children, youth and adults to celebrate the Sacraments of the Church. It is so important to
remember that learning about our Faith is a life-long process. After your child has received
First Reconciliation, Confirmation and First Eucharist, the journey continues. Please look
ahead to see the exciting things our Parish offers our families! God bless and see you at Mass!
Sally Schauble

PRESCHOOL-Grade 5 Our Catholic
Community of St. Rose and the Mission of the Good Shepherd offers
quality Religious Education (RE) programs for Preschool to Grade 5. We
provide a systematic Faith Formation program taught to the children at
an age-appropriate level. It is expanded upon each year as they develop
their ability to comprehend and practice their Faith. Our program is
divided into three groups:
Preschool & PreK 3 & 4 year olds: The emphasis is on building a
relationship with God and one another and an understanding of God’s
great love for us.
Kindergarten – 3rd Grade: Our curriculum promotes knowledge of the
Faith through our understanding of and relationship with Jesus Christ.
We emphasize our relationship with one another through Church
community life. We also help parents form their children in areas of
moral development, prayer life and liturgical formation and practice.
Grades 4 & 5: ”Opening the Gifts” is our 4th and 5th grade program
that encourages life-long learning. During these years, we work with
children to discern their gifts and prepare them for mission in service
of the Church. Catholic Social Teaching and Catholic Morality are emphasised in each session.
RE classes meet twice monthly and are in session from the first Sunday/Wednesday after Labor Day through the first Sunday/Wednesday of
May. Classes are held at Anthem School on scheduled Sundays, 9:15am
– 10:30am, and scheduled Wednesdays 4:15pm-5:30pm. Class
registrations are accepted year-round.

Parish Religious Education program, we can offer specialized Religious
Education and Sacramental preparation for children with special needs
of all ages.
Because individual needs may vary, please call the Director to set up an
appointment to assess your child’s particular situation. With the help of
the parents, we will create a program that will best suit the needs of
both the child and the family.

A.C.T.S.“A Covenant That Saves”
(Middle School Youth Group – Grades 6-8) So much is going on and
changing in the lives of our middle school youth. This age can be a
challenging time for both boys and girls. Here at St. Rose we try to give
our middle school kids what they need in life. They need Jesus, they
need the Word and the Eucharist, they need friends and they need the
Church!
Join us as we journey together in Faith through catechetical sessions,
discussion of relevant issues, social events and service projects. Each
year we offer an overnight retreat for our 7th and 8th grade students.
In the spring, 8th grade students are invited to attend some of our High
School activities in order to help them make the transition into our High
School Youth group.
Meetings are scheduled on Monday evenings, from 6:30 pm to 8 pm.
Youth Minister: Peter Alexander, palexander@stroseanthem.com

“Education in the Faith by the parents
should begin in the child’s earliest years.
This already happens when family members
help one another grow in Faith by the
witness of a Christian life in keeping with
the Gospel. Family catechesis precedes,
accompanies, and enriches other forms of
instructions. Parents have the mission of
teaching their children to pray and to
discover their vocation as children of God”
CCC 2226

SACRAMENT Preparation
The Sacrament programs in our parish are family-based. A familybased program has as its goal the reclaiming of our Catholic Tradition;
to recognize the rightful role of the parents as the primary catechists of
their child. We do this in the belief that by motivating and empowering
the family to become real partners in the preparation of their children,
Sacramental preparation truly becomes a significant moment of
on-going Faith, not just for the children, but for the family and Parish
community as well. Before a child registers for a sacrament program,
the following requirements should be met:

• Worship within the Parish community is an essential part of your
child’s Faith formation. As we prepare to celebrate the Sacraments
of First Reconciliation and Confirmation/First Eucharist, it is assumed
that, as Catholic families, we attend Mass together each Sunday.

• Families must be registered members of the Catholic Community
of St. Rose.

CHILDREN’S LITURGY
BEHOLD! (High School Youth Group – Grades 9-12)
At St. Rose we are proud to be able
OF
THE
WORD
The BEHOLD! program, offered to all high school youth, gives students
to offer additional support to our families with our weekend “Children’s
Liturgy of the Word” program. All children in grades K-3 are invited to
participate. During all three Masses; Saturday, 5:00 p.m. and Sunday
at the 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., and at Good Shepherd at 9:30 am on
selected Sundays, children are escorted to a designated area to discuss
the readings of the week at a level that is appropriate for their age.
They will discover how these words relate to their own life situations.
After Breaking Open the Word, prayer and discussion, the children are
escorted back to the church where they join their families for the Liturgy
of the Eucharist. Family activity pages are sent home each week.

CHILDREN WITH DEVELOPMENTAL
& INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES
Children with developmental disabilities such as cerebral palsy, autism,
neurological disabilities, etc. have a place in our program! Within the

the opportunity to grow in their Catholic Christian Faith and to become
more connected to the Catholic community.

What is BEHOLD!? The BEHOLD! program is a comprehensive youth
ministry program with a strong focus on prayer, sacraments, the Creed
and morality. High school teens are placed in an environment where
they have the opportunity to experience their Catholic Faith to the fullest
and take ownership of their Faith. They begin to develop a relationship
with Jesus that is both personal and real. Our year includes two retreats,
opportunities for service, social evenings and Faith sessions. We gather
on scheduled Sunday evenings from 6:30 to 8 pm to learn about the
Church and the Faith in challenging ways. Teens of any and all faiths are
invited! Youth are encouraged to participate in the weekend Masses.
Youth Minister: Peter Alexander, palexander@stroseanthem.com

• Children must be baptized Catholic and provide a copy of their birth
certificate and baptismal certificate which should accompany the
registration form. Children baptized in other faith traditions should
meet with the Pastor or RE Director to arrange a Profession of Faith
before further celebration of Sacraments. A copy of the child’s birth
certificate is also required.

• Children must be registered in and regularly attending Religious
Education classes, not missing more than (3) classes per year.

• Parents must be willing to be actively involved in the preparation of
their child. Both parent and child are required to attend a mandatory
family meeting before being officially enrolled in the program.

SACRAMENTS:
FIRST RECONCILIATION In our Diocese,
we begin preparation for the Sacrament of Reconciliation no earlier
than the second grade. It is preferred that children have one full year of
catechesis prior to this second year. Children prepare for the Sacrament
of First Reconciliation prior to their reception of Confirmation/First

Eucharist. First Reconciliation classes are scheduled separately from
RE classes and must be taken in conjunction with those classes.
“Christian Initiation is accomplished by three Sacraments together:
Baptism which is the beginning of new life; Confirmation which is the
strengthening; and the Eucharist which nourishes the disciple with
Christ’s Body and Blood for his transformation in Christ.” CCC 1275

CONFIRMATION / FIRST EUCHARIST
Once a child has received the Sacrament of Reconciliation, ordinarily
occurring in the second grade, the children will be prepared for the
Sacrament of Confirmation AND First Eucharist. Both Sacraments will be
celebrated in the same Sacred Liturgy. Several years ago, the Diocese of
Phoenix implemented the Restored Order, therefore, Confirmation and
First Eucharist MUST be celebrated together.
Children must be in the third grade or older. They must display an
openness of heart through Mass attendance, consistent attendance in
formation classes, participation in the retreat and a willingness to
participate in community service. Candidates must provide a copy of
their birth certificate and their baptismal certificate, with the full address
of the parish of baptism.

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation is a life-long process. It is important that we as
adults continue to grow in an understanding of our Faith as well as our
relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church. We are, after all, the
primary educators of the children. We have a number of opportunities
to meet a range of spiritual needs...and experiences, including Bible
Studies, Catholic Adult Programs, Book Clubs and retreats.

R.C.I.A.“Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults”
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is the process through
which interested adults are gradually introduced to the Roman Catholic
Faith and way of life. The R.C.I.A. is a communal process of formation
moving toward the Easter Vigil. At this time, the adult becomes a full
member of the Roman Catholic Church.
The entire R.C.I.A. process usually takes several months and involves
transitioning through four stages. Unbaptized adults undertaking this
journey of initiation are called “Catechumens”. They are preparing for
the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. Because the
R.C.I.A. is such a rich process, it also includes people already baptized in
other Christian faiths who want to become Catholic. These adults are
called “Candidates for Full Communion”.
Coordinators: Greg & Mary Gilstrap / azgilstrap@gmail.com

ADULT CONFIRMATION

Are you an adult 18 years or
older? Have you already been baptized, celebrated First
Eucharist and wish to become confirmed in the Catholic Faith? In the
spring, we offer preparation classes for adults to be confirmed during
the Easter season. Please make arrangements with the RE Director.
Director: Sally Schauble / sschauble@stroseanthem.com

